AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims as set forth below. A listing of all pending claims is presented 

below. 

1 . (Amended) a spine board comprising: 

a sealed unitary board structure defining a board structurally adapted to transport a 
patient and having at least two pairs of hand holds, said unitary board structure being hollow; 

Foam contained within the entire of said hollow of said unitary board structure, whereby 
said foam is separated from said the exterior of said unitary board structure, thus to prevent 
passage of pathogens between the interior and exterior of the spine board. .. 

2. (Original) The spine board, as set forth in claim 1, wherein said unitary board 
structure comprises a first molded portion and a second molded portion secured to said first 
molded portion to define said board. 

3. (Original) The spine board as set forth in claim 1, wherein said spine board includes a 
plurality of hand holds for lifting said patient by emergency personnel. 

4. (Original) The spine board as set forth in claim 1, further including a plurality of 
submersion assisting slots through said board. 

5. (Original) The spine board as set forth in claim 1, wherein said pair of hand holds is 
head end hand holds positioned transverse to a longitudinal axis of said board. 
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6. (Original) The spine board as set forth in claim 1, further including means adapted for 
receiving at least one kind of head immobilization device. 

7. (Original) The spine board as set forth in claim 1, wherein a tail end of said board is 
tapered downwardly. 

8. (Original) The spine board as set forth in claim 7, wherein a body of said board 
defines at least a rib on the lower surface of the board and extending downwardly there from, to 
act as a rest for the board when the board in placed on a surface. 

9. (Original) The spine board as set forth in claim 8, wherein said rib extends 
downwardly a distance greater than the distance that the distal end is remotely vertically located 
from said bottom surface. 

» 

10. (Original) The spine board as set forth in claim 1, further including a plurality of side 
hand holds respectively located longitudinally along the respective sides of said board. 

1 1 . (Amended) The spine board as set forth in claim 10, wherein each of at least a pair of 
oppositely located side hand holds includes a speed clip-receiving pin located between opposed 
surfaces of said side hand holds, said pin being made of the same material as said spine board 
and molded integrally as to be part of the board itself. 

3 



PAN-010 



Patent Application 



12. (Original) The spine board as set forth in claim 1, wherein said board is characterized 
as free from metallic parts so that the board is X-ray translucent and/or radio translucent. 

13. (Original) The spine board as set forth in claim 1, wherein said board is made from a 
thermoplastic material. 

14. (Original) The spine board as set forth in claim 1, wherein an upper surface of said 
board has a cradle configuration to assist in locating said patient relative to the center of said 
board. 

15. (Amended) The spine board as set forth in claim 1, [further comprising a coating to 
inhibit scratching of said tail end] wherein said hand holds are textured to accommodate wet 
rescue. 

16. (Original) A method of making a spine board, comprising: 

forming each of a pair of mating board portions together defining said board; 
thermo-welding one of said pair to another of said pair to define a hollow unitary board 
structure; 

injecting foam into the interior of said unitary board structure through in ingress opening, 
while providing egress for air from said interior, until said foam fills said interior completely, 
and 

Sealing said ingress opening after said foam has completely filled the interior of said 

board. 
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17. (Original) The method as set forth in claim 16, wherein the step of forming is a step 
of vacuum forming a thermoplastic material. 



18. (Original) The method as set forth in claim 16, wherein, in the step of injecting foam, 
said foam adheres to the interior of said unitary board structure, said unitary board structure 
being corrugated or rough textured to accept the foam, thereby avoiding delaminating of the 
structure itself. 

19. (Original) The method as set forth in claim 16, further including of positioning said 
unitary board structure in a secondary mold prior to injecting said foam. 

20. (Original) The method as set forth in claim 16, wherein said foam is urethane foam. 

21. (New) a spine board comprising: 

a sealed unitary board structure defining a board structurally adapted to transport a 
patient and having at least two pairs of hand holds, said unitary board structure being hollow; 

Foam contained within the entire of said hollow of said unitary board structure, whereby 
said foam is separated from said the exterior of said unitary board structure, and further including 
a plurality of submersion assisting slots through said board. 
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22. (New) The spine board, as set forth in claim 21, wherein said unitary board structure 
comprises a first molded portion and a second molded portion secured to said first molded 
portion to define said board. 

23. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 21 , wherein said spine board includes a 
plurality of hand holds for lifting said patient by emergency personnel. 

24. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 21, wherein said pair of hand holds is 
head end hand holds positioned transverse to a longitudinal axis of said board. 

25. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 21, further including means adapted for 
receiving at least one kind of head immobilization device. 

26. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 21, wherein a tail end of said board is 
tapered downwardly. 

27. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 21, wherein a body of said board defines 
at least a rib on the lower surface of the board and extending downwardly there from, to act as a 
rest for the board when the board in placed on a surface. 

28. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 27, wherein said rib extends downwardly 
a distance greater than the distance that the distal end is remotely vertically located from said 
bottom surface. 
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29. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 21, further including a plurality of side 
hand holds respectively located longitudinally along the respective sides of said board. 



30. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 21, wherein each of at least a pair of 
oppositely located side hand holds includes a clip-receiving pin located between opposed 
surfaces of said side hand holds, said pin being made of the same material as said spine board 
and molded integrally as to be part of the board itself. 

31. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 21, wherein said board is characterized 
as free from metallic parts so that the board is X-ray translucent and/or radio translucent. 

32. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 21, wherein said board is made from a 
thermoplastic material. 

33. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 21, wherein an upper surface of said 
board has a cradle configuration to assist in locating said patient relative to the center of said 
board. 

34. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 21, further comprising a coating to inhibit 
scratching of said tail end. 
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35. (New) a spine board comprising: 

a sealed unitary board structure defining a board structurally adapted to transport a 
patient and having at least two pairs of hand holds, said unitary board structure being hollow; 

foam contained within the entire of said hollow of said unitary board structure, whereby 
said foam is separated from said the exterior of said unitary board structure* 

wherein a tail end of said board is tapered downwardly. 

36. (New) The spine board, as set forth in claim 35, wherein said unitary board structure 
comprises a first molded portion and a second molded portion secured to said first molded 
portion to define said board. 

37. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 35, wherein said spine board includes a 
plurality of hand holds for lifting said patient by emergency personnel. 

38. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 35, wherein said pair of hand holds is 
head end hand holds positioned transverse to a longitudinal axis of said board. 

39. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 35, further including means adapted for 
receiving at least one kind of head immobilization device. 
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40. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 35, wherein a body of said board defines 
at least a rib on the lower surface of the board and extending downwardly there from, to act as a 
rest for the board when the board in placed on a surface. 



41. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 35, wherein said rib extends downwardly 
a distance greater than the distance that the distal end is remotely vertically located from said 
bottom surface. 

42. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 35, further including a plurality of side 
hand holds respectively located longitudinally along the respective sides of said board. 

43. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 42, wherein each of at least a pair of 
oppositely located side hand holds includes a clip-receiving pin located between opposed 
surfaces of said side hand holds, said pin being made of the same material as said spine board 
and molded integrally as to be part of the board itself. 

44. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 35, wherein said board is characterized 
as free from metallic parts so that the board is X-ray translucent and/or radio translucent. 

45. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 35, wherein said board is made from a 
thermoplastic material. 
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46. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 35, wherein an upper surface of said 
board has a cradle configuration to assist in locating said patient relative to the center of said 
board. 

47. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 35, further comprising a coating to 
inhibit scratching of said tail end. 

48. (New) A spine board comprising: 

a sealed unitary board structure defining a board structurally adapted to transport a 
patient and having at least two pairs of hand holds, said unitary board structure being hollow; 

foam contained within the entire of said hollow of said unitary board structure, whereby 
said foam is separated from said the exterior of said unitary board structure, 

wherein a body of said board defines at least a rib on the lower surface of the board and 
extending downwardly there from, to act as a rest for the board when the board in placed on a 
surface. 

49. (New) The spine board, as set forth in claim 48, wherein said unitary board structure 
comprises a first molded portion and a second molded portion secured to said first molded 
portion to define said board. 

50. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 48, wherein said spine board includes a 
plurality of hand holds for lifting said patient by emergency personnel. 
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51. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 48, further including a plurality of 
submersion assisting slots through said board. 

52. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 48, wherein said pair of hand holds is 
head end hand holds positioned transverse to a longitudinal axis of said board. 

53. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 48, further including means adapted for 
receiving at least one kind of head immobilization device. 

54. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 48, wherein said rib extends downwardly 
a distance greater than the distance that the distal end is remotely vertically located from said 
bottom surface. 

55. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 48, further including a plurality of side 
hand holds respectively located longitudinally along the respective sides of said board. 

56. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 48, wherein each of at least a pair of 
oppositely located side hand holds includes a clip-receiving pin located between opposed 
surfaces of said side hand holds, said pin being made of the same material as said spine board 
and molded integrally as to be part of the board itself. 

57. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 48, wherein said board is characterized 
as free from metallic parts so that the board is X-ray translucent and/or radio translucent. 
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58. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 48, wherein said board is made from a 
thermoplastic material. 



59. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 48, wherein an upper surface of said 
board has a cradle configuration to assist in locating said patient relative to the center of said 
board. 

60. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 48, further comprising a coating to 
inhibit scratching of said tail end. 

61 . ( New) A spine board comprising: 

a sealed unitary board structure defining a board structurally adapted to transport a 
patient and having at least two pairs of hand holds, said unitary board structure being hollow; 

foam contained within the entire of said hollow of said unitary board structure, whereby 
said foam is separated from said the exterior of said unitary board structure, and 

a coating to inhibit scratching of a tail end of said board. 

62. (New) The spine board, as set forth in claim 61, wherein said unitary board structure 
comprises a first molded portion and a second molded portion secured to said first molded 
portion to define said board. 
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63. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 61, wherein said spine board includes a 
plurality of hand holds for lifting said patient by emergency personnel. 

64. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 61, further including a plurality of 
submersion assisting slots through said board. 

65. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 61 , wherein said pair of hand holds is 
head end hand holds positioned transverse to a longitudinal axis of said board. 

66. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 6, further including means adapted for 
receiving at least one kind of head immobilization device. 

67. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 61 wherein said tail end of said board is 
tapered downwardly. 

68. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 67 wherein a body of said board defines 
at least a rib on the lower surface of the board and extending downwardly therefrom, to act as a 
rest for the board when the board in placed on a surface. 

69. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 68, wherein said rib extends downwardly 
a distance greater than the distance that the distal end is remotely vertically located from said 
bottom surface. 
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70. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 61, further including a plurality of side 
hand holds respectively located longitudinally along the respective sides of said board. 

71. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 70, wherein each of at least a pair of 
oppositely located side hand holds includes a clip-receiving pin located between opposed 
surfaces of said side hand holds, said pin being made of the same material as said spine board 
and molded integrally as to be part of the board itself. 

72. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 61, wherein said board is characterized 
as free from metallic parts so that the board is X-ray translucent and/or radio translucent. 

73. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 61, wherein said board is made from a 
thermoplastic material. 

74. (New) The spine board as set forth in claim 61, wherein an upper surface of said 
board has a cradle configuration to assist in locating said patient relative to the center of said 
board. 
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